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BONAIRE

| SCUI:I&, wet and d ry

Dolphing play in the wake bahind boats

that shutle drvers and snorkalers to

pristing coral reefs. Flying fish often

joint them, skimming across the sparkling

aquamanne saa with their wings epread

wide, Calm warm walar teaming with

colorful fish makes Bonaire, an and

isdand just noah of Venorusa, a scuba
troir’s Mecon.

l “Craptain Don® Stewarl, who estab-

lished thae dive industry on Bonaira,

alao helped create the Bonaire Marine

Park. According to Stewart, whn

hix arred on the island in 1963, the

economy was based solely on charcoal,

salt, and goals.

Today Bonawe is a leader m Carib-
bean marnine consenvation. Stewart, now
B0 years old, with a foot kost 1o salvag-
| B ing an undecwater wreck, remaing
anchanted with the sea. *l found etemal
life” he saps, “the sea is my church?
Like a true minister of the deep,
Stewart preaches aboul reaf consarva-
tion as the salvation of the izland.
Catch up with him Monday evenings
at tha Manager's Rum Punch Party held
at Captam Dan'a Habital, his epony-
mous resort, Everyone is welcome 1o
altend the gathering, as well as the
colodul slide shows that the hotel hosts
| B Sunday and Thursdiay evenings, The
shows highight Bonaie's underwater
treasures — delicate seahorses, grinning
barracudas, small fish poling only their
cunous eyes outl of crevices - and
are a treat for divers, snoskelers, and
landiubbers alike
Other resorts also have regularly
schedubed slide shows, and nonguests
are welcoma, Captain Don, however,
offers this warning: You might not arrmve
ag diver or a snodkeler — but you will
probably leave as one. habitatdveresors
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