A BONAIRE GREEN HOUSE

When Alan Gross and Jane Townsend
decided to build their drecam house
amidse the boulders and cactus on che
remate cast side of Bonaire, they knew
they'd have no electric or water service.
They approached going off the grid as
an adventure — and a ueanum |-='-'I|FI
from the lights of Times Square, where
they had lived for 20 years before mov-
ing to the psland.

Giross and Towniend were scuba-
cenified on Bonaire in 1984 and liked
the tsland so much that they revurned
,ap'.ain and .Ig.l.in for vacations. After a
19592 cancer scare, |:]|.-|::,' decided nor w
wait any longer to take the ptullj.'; and
bought a home on the island. |1'|l.‘]-'
hoth roak E‘.Il:!:u-' retirement and mvoved
(44 ] ['!u_':n.tim full timee. Alier ’-LI'III:' VErs,
though. the area surrounding their
home felt won subuarban and they
Iun__-.';n:d ro rvove to the kuarsda, which is
the Papiamentu word for “country.”

“We hke o watch the stars at llighl.
but 1]||.':|' wicre damm il'lE with increased
development,” savs Townsend.

The couple joined a group of like-
minded people and together purchased
a F5(k-acee '|:|.1:-;.-|.'| thar was divided inwo
3hacre plots. The new associanon
buile dirt foads and called i [.uﬂ:l
Alcha, meaning “far-off place.” The
outhack offered peace and quict brait ma
wrilicees, and that was fine with Ciross
amd Townsend, “As divers, we had
become more aware of egalogy.” says
Gross. “We wanted h:lp preserve
|h|_ﬂ ENVIFTMEMEent TI'II'HIJEI'I alEernative
energy and water conservation.”

They challenged their architect to
design a low-maintenance house that
would accomplish their low-impace
goals withour sacrificing luxuries like a
swimming peol, compurers and appli-
ances. The house, finished five years
ago, has 1.900 square feet of indoor

Alan Gross and Jane Townsend s home
may be in s “lar-off place,” but this
Bonaire beauty is an eca-Friendly bowse
with plenky af low wmpect bucuries

space and an equal amount of ourdoor
patio space, plus a guesthouse, The
rool & upturned wings carch enough
rain tor satisfy all cheir warer needs, and
its wents and large shady Ll'.'l.'th.I'IF!:
provide natural eooling. According to
Townsend, the addition of louwvened




divors, windows and wall |'|:|:|I|.'|'. frilees
the house "2 big wind machine.”

Solar energy powers the house, swim
ming poel pump and septic tank acragos,
[he couple worked hard o lighten cheir
encrgy draw o a fraction of what it was
ini their obd house, says Townsend, “and
i didm’ TEdquine Inakjor Lifl."\.l}'llq_' Junt_}r.'..'
They use propane for cooking, compact
flucrescent lighting and - encrgy-saving
appliances. A diesel generator stands by
if case |lr-i.'|11rr'=,1'|'|l.n"-.

A with Awosl constidciion ]'II'-\.'l-il.".:l!-.
especially ones on islands, there were
seibacks and trials

had to be redesigned afier excavation

the {oundatien

began, and ic was difficult (o source
the xpui.ali'.';d materials such o a
dl|nLil1g-“J[:r-x:|1:ﬂ' roenl COating,
scrylic stucco and recycled plastic lum
ber. Bur Townsend says they'd do it all
apain: “lv was a fabulous cxpenencoe
we loved the challenge,”

“We 'rt.|||I1.'l.| - | .;11:1||'|L|_'||_- |=f;.'
change,” says Liross. "And we finally
have it.” Though retired. they stay busy
valunteening for community projecis.
And thewr favone pastime STAgLE
ing — i specracular in the kunuku,
“We have 3 ru!.-w-:'-p'." Towmizend sy,
"but often enpoy just sisting back to
wake in the vasiness of the Malky Way ™

Kaasbleen M. Mangan

Solar power and snesgy-saving spplisnces
harew dramabically reduced the amognt ol

....... v the co || ubeg caily,

mﬁtﬂmm:,mll:'unhph:-

to invest, tays Corine van dar Hou,
managing director of Sunbelt Roalty.
Property prices have gone up sbout 10
percent a year over the past twe years
{mare For cceanfront) and are mpact.
Hh&wlﬂ 5 paicent a year For
the nesct Few years, the says.

Duarter-acre inland lots can be kad
for' $30,000 to $40,000; half-acre
kots with cosen views run 380,000 to
$I.3ﬂ',|:|'[!rﬂl, Condominiums average
$80,000 = $100,000 For a studio,
$150,000 For a one-bedroom and
$300,000 to $500,000 for & two-
badssom.

House prices vary widshe A two-
bedroam, one-bath house on kes than &
quster-acte 0 Fralendik  cosks
$90,000. At the other end of the scabs,
£1.8 mSoa will by a 5,000.sqee
Foot theee bedmom Sparich-ctyle boma
with private ccean access,

Some of the property Qn Banaine i

hnu-lnnrhﬂ.nrmd hﬂ-w
ment and leased for 60 yoars with
axtantion rights. Fm may pur-
#mmiuﬁumﬁmﬂ*!ﬁﬁ
Hout says there is no risk, as it can be
sold, mortgaged and inhented.

Foresgners can obtain 15- to 20-
yoal mortgages in the Metheilands
Antilles, but inberest rates fun 10LS ko
| 2 percent, mearly double LES. nates,
Iresurance promiums are also higher than
stateside, says van der Hout, but real
estabe baxes ane reasonable.

For mome inFormation, request a
copy of “Emigrating to Bonain® from
Sunbelt Realty [011-599.717-
SEED: werwsunbeltan’). TheyT send
a downloadable version over the
Inkernat For Free. You can also refer to
the gowernment website {wweinfo
bonaire.com’). Since real estate lstings
any mocksve o each SgEnCy, Contact
these additicnal Fems; Habourtoen
Raoad Estate (01 1-599-717-5539;
wearw, harbourtownbonaine.com ), and
RE/MAX Paradise Homes (866
B 1-736F; www bonsiehomes.com)
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